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Lindsay inaugurated as Taylor’s 18th president
Community marks
historic event
Holly Gaskill

Co-Editor in Chief
On Oct. 8, Michael Lindsay
was inaugurated as president of
Taylor University.
Lindsay is the current president following former interim
president Paige Cunningham
and former president Lowell Haines, both of whom
were in attendance for the
inauguration.
The service was held during
the regular Friday chapel hour,
with classes the hour before and
after canceled to encourage student attendance. Additionally,
faculty and administration attended in their academic regalia. Staff, alumni and families
were invited to welcome the new
first family.
In his inaugural address, Lindsay spoke about “Lux et Fides,”
the Latin phrase on the Taylor
seal meaning “light and faith.”

Photograph provided by Hannah Bolds

Chair of the Board of Trustees Chris Goeglein (‘84) presented President
Michael Lindsay with the presidential medallion.

Lindsay’s youngest daughters,
Caroline and Emily, introduced
this theme by reading Psalm
37:3-6 and Matthew 5:14-16.
Because mentions of light are
present throughout the Bible,

Lindsay highlighted how important light must be to a biblical understanding of the world. In this
vein, he referenced C. S. Lewis,
who said that through light, everything else is seen.

“When you stop to realize
how fundamental light is to the
human existence, it is perhaps
not surprising that on the first
day God decided, ‘Let there be
light.’” Lindsay said. “And from

that, so many other things have
become possible. … At Taylor, we
are inspired by light and united
in faith.”
Lindsay pointed to university
figureheads like Samuel Morris,
also known as Prince Kaboo, and
Harold Ockenga, for their selfless leadership.
Observing the present day,
Lindsay commended Associate
Professor of English Dan Bowman, Professor of Kinesiology
Erik Hayes and former first lady
Marylou Habecker for their impact on the Taylor community
and beyond.
Through the symbol of the
Taylor seal, light and faith unite
to engage with one another and
the world in need, in both scholarly pursuits and acts of service.
“When the light is gathered,
God has a way of increasing our
collective faith,” Lindsay said.
“For 175 years, Taylor University has been an institution committed to ‘Lux et Fides,’ light and
faith. I come to Taylor so honored and excited to join you in

the important work you have
been doing for a long time.”
With his inauguration, Lindsay was presented with three
ceremonial items to show his
new leadership over the university: the mace, Bible and
medallion.
These items have been passed
on from each president, and
both the mace and Bible originally belonged with the university namesake, Bishop William
Taylor.
As each item was presented,
students, faculty and staff stood
and prayed over each symbol of
faith and leadership.
The litany of investiture and
dedication was introduced by
Presiding Chair of the Board of
Trustees Chris Goeglein (‘84)
and led by Student Body President senior Sarah Mangan,
Faculty Moderator and Professor of Kinesiology Matthew
Renfrow and Vice President
for Strategy and Chief of Staff
Will Hagen.
LINDSAY continues on Page 2

New administration shares plans, goals for Taylor
Three themes
are presented
Kyla Russell
News Co-Editor

Following his inaugural ceremony, President Michael Lindsay
hosted several events.
At the State of the University
Address on Oct. 9 and “Meet the
Prez” on Oct. 12, he laid out his
agenda for the upcoming year.
Three foremost priorities included refinancing the university’s
long-term debt, raising the level
of diversity across campus and
making Taylor globally-minded.
Lindsay began his tenure by restructuring current finances.
“ This summer we went
through the process of refinancing our long-term debt, putting
us into a very strong position,”
Lindsay said. “As an incoming
president who has also worked

at another institution for 10 years,
the underlying finances of Taylor
are very solid, this gives me great
confidence.”
Through his actions, Lindsay
set a 2% operating margin. This
will allow the university to end
the fiscal year with space to reinvest in people and programs.
He also hopes to continue
seeing endowment growth and
alumni generosity.
“The annual alumni giving rate
at Taylor is nearly double the national average,” Lindsay said.
“These stats show the overall commitment to what we’re doing here.”
Roughly 16% of alumni give financially to the institution, according to taylor.edu.
A chief goal of Lindsay’s is to
diversify Taylor’s campus ethnically, geographically and
socioeconomically.
When he arrived at Gordon in
2011, the percent of non-white

students was 12% and 32% when
he ended his tenure, according to
gordon.edu. Taylor currently sits
at a 16% diversity rate.
“We are not as diverse a campus as we should be,” Lindsay
said. “I do not believe in diversity for the sake of diversity, but
because we are a Christ-centered community.”
To push this change, Lindsay plans
to partner with the Rev. Greg Dyson,
vice president for intercultural leadership and church relations. Their
strategy consists of seeking global
and domestic diversity in tandem.
“One of the interesting things we
found is that as we created more
global diversity, we had the benefit
of enrolling more students of color,”
Lindsay said. “When we focused on
just one of those two, it did not work.”
Finally, Lindsay hopes to expand Taylor’s global reach.
“We too often put our light under a bushel, it is time for us to be

a City on a Hill,” Lindsay said. “To
do this, we are going to take some
international strategies.”
The team has coined their
strategy as, “taking Taylor on
the road.”
Their plan involves creating cohorts of people interested in receiving a Taylor degree in places
like Dallas, Denver and Chicago.
He recently traveled to Sao
Paulo, Brazil and worked toward partnering with the largest
evangelical institution in Latin America, Mackenzie Presbyterian University. Additionally,
he will travel to South Korea to
meet with several of the university’s partners in April.
At both the State of the University Address and “Meet the Prez,”
Lindsay answered questions from
the audience regarding university
finances, housing concerns and
his family.
echo@taylor.edu
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President Michael Lindsay and Vice President for Strategy and Chief of
Staff Will Hagen answer questions during the State of the University.

Student Senate’s light project to increase campus safety
Behind the project
coming to finish
Becah Schwartz
Staff Writer

A Student Senate project is in
the works to bring more lights
to campus and hopes to be kickstarted by the end of fall 2021.
Last fall, Student Senate
hosted an event entitled “Represent” that gathered student
leaders around campus and listened to their feedback regarding needed improvements on
campus.
This meeting surfaced a common desire for better lighting on
campus, particularly in areas inside Vayhinger Loop.

“Many people mentioned they
wanted better lighting, particularly in the darker, middle areas of campus, such as between
Olson Hall and Zondervan Library,” sophomore Student
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Student Senate plans to add more lights on campus, like the one pictured.

Senate member Andrew Bruner
said. “We took that into consideration; enough people wanted
that to happen that we should
talk to the administration
about it.”
Follow The Echo on
Instagram, Twitter
& Facebook
@Echo_TaylorU

While this project was initiated
last spring, Student Senate met
for the first time Oct. 7 with an
intention of carrying this project
to fruition as early as the end of
fall 2021.
In addition to the lights on
campus, the need for emergency call boxes was also brought to
the administration in the hopes
of increasing campus safety.
“Student safety is one of our
top concerns,“ Skip Trudeau,
vice president for student development said. “Especially
with lighting, Jeff Wallace and
the campus police officers make
note of any kind of dark spots
(due to non-functioning light
posts) and turn them in every
time they see one. This happens

every night, so overall campus
safety is really, really important
to us.”
Campus safety remains a top
priority in all areas of this initiative. Student life does not stop
when the sun goes down, and
often there are students who are
busier at night.
Bruner mentioned examples
such as night classes or leaving the dorm to print a paper at
the library, which are both common reasons for students to be
out late.
Both the Student Senate and
Taylor Administration agreed on
this front and are willing to take
productive steps forward.
“ We are hoping to make
people feel safer,” Bruner said.

“Campus and Upland are really safe places in general, but
there are still legitimate reasons to feel worried if you are
a student. We want people to
feel like this is a safe area, and
the administration shares that
goal with us.”
At this point, the project depends on the mobilization of
time or resources available for
completion. There is a likelihood the lights will begin being
installed as early as the end of
Fall 2021.
Because of positive feedback
from peers and faculty, the leaders feel encouraged that this
project will go forward in the
coming months.
echo@taylor.edu
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Reade renovations benefit business department
Changes bring new
opportunities
Payne Moses
News Co-Editor

Renovations of the Reade Business Center are still in the works,
but the finance lab in room 116
is operational.
The Reade Center renovations began the day after
graduation in May 2021. Ron
Sutherland, special assistant
to the president, is the project
manager, and, with the help of
a team of individuals, completed the first set of renovations before the start of the 2021-2022
academic year.
By far the most impactful piece
of this renovation project is the finance lab in Reade 116. It now features 12 Bloomberg terminals, an
internet-based technology that
curates finance data and allows
for data analysis.
“It’s truly unfathomable the
amount of information they host,”
said Justin Henegar, assistant
professor of finance. “We have access to the same tools that BlackRock and Capital Group is using
to manage billions, if not trillions
of dollars. Our students are getting that education.”

Photograph by Jude Tepper

The Reade Business Center has an operational finance lab.

In total, the Bloomberg terminals cost $75,000 and, with the
help of a donor, are in the process of being paid off. Christopher Kellner, assistant professor
of finance, is in his first year at
Taylor and said the end goal is to
fund all the terminals by the endowment fund.
Kellner teaches Applied Portfolio Risk Management in the lab,

and several other classes including sport finance are offered in
Reade 116.
“That was part of what attracted me here (Taylor), was
that fact that I could see an investment going on in the department, and I knew that
finance was a signature program that they’re investing in,”
Kellner said.

As part of extracurriculars,
a club called Investing Excellence (IXL) meets in the lab every Tuesday night at 8 p.m.
Members participate in a stock
trading challenge alongside universities from around the globe
and any Taylor student can join.
Out of 491 participating universities, Taylor ranks in the top 20
schools, Kellner said.

Senior Avery Mozingo is a
double major in accounting
and finance. Most of his classes
will be and are currently being
taught in the lab, such as Financial Planning. Mozingo said he
has limited experience using
Bloomberg but likes the organization and intuitiveness of the
data technology.
As a tour guide for admissions
at Taylor, Mozingo said he observed firsthand how big of an
attraction the new lab is for prospective finance majors.
“(The Bloomberg resource is)
the one thing that I now have
for business majors in general,”
Mozingo said. “That’s something
so unique to Taylor. Honestly, in
the long run that’s going to be
a draw for students, especially those interested in investing
(in) stocks.”
Business students can use
Bloomberg in an applied course
covering equity analysis and
portfolio management called the
Endowment Team.
Henegar said students are currently managing approximately
$5.5 million of Taylor’s endowment. While a small portion in
the grand scheme of things, it
is a real-world investment process and allows students to learn

when stocks are to be included in
a portfolio or left alone.
A collaboration room, conference room, extended hallway space and finance lab are
among the areas of repurposing
in Reade.
Beginning with the collaboration room, it seats six–eight
students and can be utilized for
team projects, innovation and
professional development, according to Jody Hirschy, associate professor of marketing.
The conference room seats
10–12 and is intended as a space
for professional meetings, such
as the Taylor Business Advisory
Council’s annual meeting which
took place Oct. 8.
As for the hallway weaving past these rooms, additions of furniture will promote
community among all business majors and welcome
prospective students.
Aesthetically speaking, new
carpeting and paint was added
to the northeast wing.
Hirschy said COVID-19 has
caused furniture shipment
delays, but the renovation
team hopes to have the project finished by the end of this
fall semester.
echo@taylor.edu

Upcoming
Events
Grant County
Farmers Market

Oct. 27, 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Angle Acres Plaza

Enchanted Forest
Student Discount
Night
Oct. 28, 6–11 p.m.
Bliss Barn; Fairmont
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Caroline and Emily Lindsay recited Psalm 37:3–6 and Matthew 5:14–16
before President Michael Lindsay’s inaugural address.

LINDSAY continued from Page 1

The presentation of the mace
was conducted by Board of
Trustees Treasurer Eric Turner
(‘74), Mangan led the prayer for
students and Renfrow led the
prayer for faculty.
The presentation of the Bible
was conducted by Vice Chair of
the Board of Trustees Manuel
Rosado (‘96) and Hagen led the
prayer for staff. Lastly, the presentation of the medallion and
the presidential vows were conducted by Goeglein and Rosado
with Lindsay.
In addition to Lindsay’s address, greetings and words of

wisdom were passed along by
Christian higher education
leaders including President of
the Christian College Consortium James Barnes III, President
of the Association of Christian
Schools International Larry
Taylor, President of Independent Colleges of Indiana David
Wantz, District 13 State Representative Ann Vermillion, Vice
President of Mississippi College William Townsend, President of Wesleyan University
David Wright and President of
the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities Shirley
Hoogstra.

“As your colleague in the sacred work, as a highly interested neighbor whose respect for
Taylor is immense and as your
friend, I charge you to carry
forward this good news ministry in the fear of God,” Wright
said. “… And I pledge to you
today the enduring respect,
generous assistance, prayerful
support and genuine friendship of your neighbors at Indiana Wesleyan University. God
bless you, and God bless Taylor University.”
Vermillion, who attended on
behalf of Gov. Eric Holcomb, presented an official proclamation

Photograph provided by Hannah Bolds

District 13 State Representative Ann Vermillion presented President
Michael Lindsay with an official proclamation from Gov. Eric Holcomb.

from the governor, marking
the date’s significance for all in
Indiana.
“So, now, therefore, I, Eric J.
Holcomb, the governor of the
state of Indiana here do by proclaim the day, October 8, 2021, as
the 175th anniversary of Taylor
University,” Vermillion read from
the plaque. “And in the state of
Indiana, and all citizens, should
duly note this occasion.”
Additional music and leading
in worship was provided by the
Marion Philharmonic Orchestra, Taylor University Chorale,
Assistant Professors of Music Loralee Songer and Reed

Spencer, Associate Professor of
Music Conor Angell and bagpiper Hope Oaks.
Prayer was led by Board of
Trustees Secretary Heather
Larson (‘96), University Ambassador and First Lady Rebecca Lindsay and Executive Vice
President of Genesis Partners
Mark Dillon.
The full recording of the
inauguration service — excluding any musical aspects,
the processional and the recessional — is available on
Taylor University ’s YouTube
channel.
echo@taylor.edu

The Cardinal
Screamway
Oct. 29 & Oct. 30
Starting at 7 p.m.
Cardinal Greenway of
Grant County

Women of
Lockerbie
Friday, Oct. 29
7:30–9:30 p.m.
Mitchell Theatre

My Generation
Saturday, Oct. 30
8–10:30 p.m.
Rediger Chapel

Corrections
In last week’s edition of The Echo, the article titled “This may
be the best advice you’ve been given” ran with the wrong article
content below. The correct article is printed on pg. 4 and at theechonews.com.
“Dairy Queen coming to Gas City” also ran with the wrong
subheading. The subheading, which read “Vaccination still encouraged,” should have read “Location will be equipped for dining in and taking out.” Additionally, the wrong caption ran with
the article “Josiah Friesen shares his musical composition process.” The included photo was of freshman Josiah Friesen, not of
former coach George Glass. Both of these errors have been corrected in the online version of the articles at theechonews.com.
In the Oct. 4 edition of the The Echo, the article titled
“Taylor Theatre prepares for another season” referenced the
Alpha Psi Omega theatre fraternity and misattributed it to
the Alpha Chi fraternity. This error has been corrected in the
online version of this article at theechonews.com.

Corrections Policy

Photograph provided by Hannah Bolds

Former presidents Lowell Haines, David Gyertson, Gene Habecker and Paige Cunningham prayed over
President Michael Lindsay and University Ambassador and First Lady Rebecca Lindsay.

The Echo strives to accurately report names, facts, information in all of its content. However, when errors do occur, the
newspaper stands ready to correct the error by publishing a correction in a timely manner in both the print and online editions. If you notice an error, please bring it to our attention by
emailing: echo@taylor.edu

FEATURES

3

Oct. 25, 2021 MONDAY

TheEchoNews.com

Professor paves way for women in STEM
Nobles-Lookingbill
reflects on tenure track

Co-Editors in Chief
Ellie Tiemens
Holly Gaskill

Co-Managing Editors

Tarah Zumbrun

Markus Miller
Payne Moses

Staff Writer

Assistant professor of engineering, Danielle Nobles-Lookingbill, breaks down gender
stereotypes while she helps
build the kingdom of God —
figuratively and literally.
Nobles-Lookingbill was
hired as the assistant engineering professor three years
ago.
Her passion for her students, diligence in academia
and perseverance are what
led her to be the first woman
in the engineering department
to be tenure-tracked at Taylor
University.
In all of Nobles-Lookingbill’s
classes, such as statics, engineering ethics or thermodynamics, she makes it a priority
to connect with her students
and honor God with her work.
“Part of my calling is to
just encourage people,” Nobles-Lookingbill said. “Both
our ladies and our gentlemen, but I think I have a special place in my heart for
our ladies.”
While there is no Bible verse
that specifically mentions
engineering by name, Nobles-Lookingbill finds a way
to incorporate Scripture into
her lessons such as the parable about building the foundation for a home or the story of
Noah’s Ark.
O n e of th e way s Nobles-Lookingbill encourages her students is by being a
co-adviser for the Taylor Women Engaging in Engineering
and Technology (TWEET) club
where she makes sure the
women involved have everything they need to succeed in
their majors.
Having put in the hard
work herself already, she
knows how important it is for
women to support each other in male-dominated majors
and careers.
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Danielle Nobles-Lookingbill is an assistant professor of engineering at Taylor.

Growing up, Nobles-Lookingbill didn’t always feel included in jobs or hobbies that
the men in her family were a
part of, which makes informing women of their options
even more important to her.
Nobles-Lookingbill’s grandfather enjoyed woodworking and his handiwork can be
seen proudly displayed above
her desk. Her father was an
electrician and also worked
on projects around the house.
Nobles-Lookingbill wishes
she would have learned more
from them.
“I think back then, men just
kind of figured women weren’t
interested,” Nobles-Lookingbill
said. “I didn’t think to ask.”
Engineering was not a career path Nobles-Lookingbill had even heard of until
she was an adult. In fact, her

first degree was in psychology and criminal justice at Indiana University.
Once she had graduated, Nobles-Lookingbill decided that
was not the right field for her
after working as a juvenile probation officer. Her love of math
led her to work in construction
and eventually start an interior
structure remodeling business
with a partner.
Construction is another
male-dominated career, and
she experienced some prejudice while on job sites.
“When I was within my
first couple years in the construction industry, I was using a pneumatic pin gun to
attach trim to cabinetry,” Nobles-Lookingbill said. “The
general contractor walked in,
looked twice at me and then
said, ‘They let you use the pin

gun?’ I tipped my head and replied, ‘Yes. They let me.’ This
was the same man who did not
think it was necessary to have
a portable restroom on site,
even though it is a legal obligation. I realized at that moment
that there exist people who really have not ever considered
that a woman would be working on a jobsite.”
However, Nobles-Lookingbill did not let comments like
this stop her from furthering
her career. Her experience in
construction inspired her to
take her creativity and problem-solving skills one step further and pursue a bachelor’s
degree in engineering. Eventually, she graduated with a
doctorate in mechanical engineering from the University
of Nevada in 2018.
Mo r e t h a n a n y t h i n g ,
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Nobles-Lookingbill wants
people to know that everyone
has their own path and that
there are options we might not
even know about yet. She believes it just takes endurance
and dedication.
“I grew up in section 8 apartments and I’m a first-generation college student,”
Nobles-Lookingbill said. “(My
mom) remembers me saying,
‘I’m going to go to college,’ and
she said, ‘I don’t know how
you’re going to do that.’ I apparently said to her, ‘Well, I’m
just going to do it!’”
Nobles-Lookingbill is an inspiring example of someone
who has achieved so much
through faith and persistence
despite what others thought of
her or the challenges that held
her back.
echo@taylor.edu
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Roat: Professional writing to writing professionally
Alumna publishes
fourth book post grad
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

With four books published
only two years out of college,
it is hard not to be impressed
with Alyssa Roat (’19).
After graduating right before the pandemic in winter of
2019, Roat proceeded to take
on roles as far-reaching as editing, publicity and acquisitions alongside her writing.
But Roat wasn’t always planning on being a writer. She
once thought of being a doctor.
Her mom encouraged her
to become a writer instead,
an encouragement stemming
from Roat’s early proclivity for
storytelling beginning at age
four. Roat eventually found
Taylor University’s professional writing program which she
attended.
“It was a good thing for everybody involved, including
the people that may have been
my patients,” Roat said.
Roat came into the professional writing program knowing little about the publishing
industry but believing that she
could turn her love of stories
into a career.
Roat remained busy forming
the beginnings of that career in
and around writing throughout college.
“Alyssa was an amazing student who was heavily involved
in all class discussions and
took on any opportunity to

write and I am not surprised
at all at the success that she
has achieved so quickly after
college,” Assistant Professor
of Professional Writing Linda
Taylor said.
It was at Taylor that Roat
met some of the people who
would be most important in
her professional life.
One of these influential people is Hope Bolinger (’19), who
Roat credits as being someone who points many of her
friends and colleagues in the
right direction.
She has gone on to write two
books with Bolinger, “Dear
Hero” and “Dear Henchman.”
The two have an unusual writing style, adapted to fit their
busy lifestyles and the distance
separating the two. The method involves careful planning
and assigning of characters
and chapters.
Taylor noticed the two’s flow
even in class.
“She and Hope have a great
synergy together, the same
sense of humor, and a lot of the
same drive,” Taylor said. I think
that is what makes them work
so well together.”
Roat’s other books were written independently in more
chaotic and unpredictable
bursts. This was how she finished “Wraithwood,” an urban
fantasy inspired by Arthurian
legend.
No matter the book, Roat’s
philosophy remains the same.
“I do not necessarily write
Christian fiction,” Roat said.
“But I try to write things from

Photograph provided by Alyssa Roat

Alyssa Roat is a Taylor alumna and professional writer.

a hope-filled worldview.”
Roat explained that her goal
in writing is to act as an antithesis to some of the bleaker
literature.
In effect, she tries to portray
a world that resembles our
own, where there is not always

a happy ending, but there is always a reason to keep living.
Roat says that she learns
something from writing each
book.
For instance, Roat explained
that the idea for her newest book, “Picture Imperfect,”

came as a reaction against the
“not like other girls” trope that
many young adult (YA) novels
embrace.
Instead, Roat wanted the
main character to be downto-earth and introverted. In
essence, she wanted to see a

character in a YA contemporary romance that she could
identify with.
Although she would not say
that any of her characters are
exactly her, but reflect a part
of her.
“They explore many different
facets of life and what it means
to be human,” Roat said.
After writing several books,
and racking up several years’
worth of experience in the publishing industry, Roat believes
that she has grown significantly from the girl who came into
the program.
“You almost never just graduate and go off to your dream,
full-time job as an editor at a
big-time publisher or something,” Roat said. “You have
to put in years of experience
ahead of time.”
Her best advice to young professional writers is two-fold:
to build up their portfolio and
lean into the community within the major.
It was this leaning-in mentality that brought Roat away
from the medical field and into
the publishing field.
“I had this idea that if I was
going to live my life for the
Lord, then I had to be a missionary doctor,” Roat said.
Roat explained that she used
to believe that you had to be
miserable to be serving God.
But Roat was dissuaded from
this by some sage wisdom from
her mother — that God gave
her a gift for writing, so she
should use it.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”—The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution
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Our View

Halloween is special
It is not uncommon to find a
family that chooses not to partake in the costumes, candy or
the caramel apples that characterize Halloween.
According to a study done by
the National Retail Federation,
in 2017 nearly 48% of Americans
wear costumes on Halloween
night –– less than half.
The BBC found that most often, people cite religious affiliation as their reason behind not
celebrating the holiday. The top
six religions cited include Jehovah’s Witness, Judaism, Islam,
Hinduism, Mormonism and
Christianity.
“I don’t want anyone in my
family to observe a holiday that
celebrates death, witchcraft and
the occult,” Michael Snyder of
Good News Today, a Christian
news organization said. “This
year, millions of Americans will
participate in activities that
could potentially open up a door
for demonic activity.”
This disposition around the
holiday affects Taylor students
too.
“We wouldn’t leave the house
after 4 p.m. on Halloween because it was the ‘devil’s day,’” junior Mary Sargent said.
With this in mind, it is important to take a look at the origins
of the holiday. Halloween can be
traced back to the Celtic festival
of Samhain, a pagan festival that
marks the transition between the
lighter and darker halves of the
year. Samhain means ‘the summer’s end’ and marked the start
of the Celtic New Year.
In the 9th century, the Christian Church worked to preserve
the Samhain tradition in the
West.
“Very little is known of the rituals of ancient Samhain because
the church Christianized it — as
with many pagan festivals,” World
History said.
As the church worked to transition ancient Samhain festivals
toward Halloween, Oct. 31 became a time of gathering communities and feasting, as well as
celebrating those that had passed
on.
If the Christian church played
a pivotal role in maintaining the
practice of Halloween, why do
some people view Halloween so
differently today?
While it’s clear that some activities that take place on Halloween can be problematic, as
with the celebration of any holiday, people should be mindful of
the important and healthy ways
to observe.
We, as The Echo Editorial
Board, believe there should be
better context around the celebration of Halloween and that
there are three main reasons to
observe the holiday..
The first reason involves

childhood development in empathy and creativity.
Halloween offers a rare
chance to step outside of oneself and explore empathizing
with another being. Offering a
space to create a new persona
and enter into a differing experience is key to building the lifelong skill of empathy.
In generating this persona, a
child must be creative in piecing together a costume that
suits their vision. By curating
their piece, they hone important creativity skills, leading
to the necessary life skill of
self-expression.
“What’s important in any
creative act is the process of
self-expression,” a PBS article
said. “Creative experiences can
help children express and cope
with their feelings. Creativity
also fosters mental growth in
children by providing opportunities for trying out new ideas,
and new ways of thinking and
problem-solving. Creative activities help acknowledge and
celebrate children’s uniqueness
and diversity.”
The next reason to celebrate Halloween is that it
teaches children how to be
independent.
For kids to become independent adults, they must gradually experience small affirming
moments of independence.
On Halloween night, kids
have the opportunity to walk
around their neighborhood
with new friends, interact with
new people and feel a sense of
independence doing this on
their own.
The final reason makes a
case for community.
Halloween offers a chance to
knock on a neighbor’s door and
just say “Hi!” Trick-or-treating
allows neighbors to break the
ice and have short conversations with those they live near.
“You’re connecting with people, having conversations,” a
study at the University of New
Hampshire said. “You can’t
really feel part of a community until you’ve built relationships with others. Events like
trick-or-treating provide opportunities to start building
those relationships.”
As a Christian, it is important
to remember the potential that
celebrating Halloween has for
the development of empathy,
independence and community in children.
“If you’re just celebrating the
fun and imagination of it, why
not?” Sargent said. “Either way,
obsessing over evil to the point
of closing the curtains and hiding inside or glorifying it seems
to be the problem, not the holiday itself!”
echo@taylor.edu

Watch and learn.
Apart from God’s Word developing my biblical worldview,
these three words have played a
role in shaping how I see faith,
family, relationships, work and
entertainment. Ever since I can
remember, my mom and dad
have instilled these words of wisdom in the hearts and minds of
my siblings and me. The application of this advice is a daily practice that I have found eventually
turns into a life motto.
It seems like an elementary
idea, since as infants we saw older children walking and decided
to learn by watching. However, I
have found that as we grow older, this instinct weakens as our
own desires take over.
Strong biblical evidence is embedded in the concept of “watch
and learn.” James speaks to the
importance of being thoughtful
in our words and actions.
“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone
should be quick to listen, slow to
speak and slow to become angry,
because human anger does not
produce the righteousness that
God desires” (James 1:19-20).
As a daughter, sister and
friend, I view James and my
parents’ advice in a similar
light. Both celebrate awareness
of our actions and how they affect those around us. Taking
this to heart at a young age set
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me up to be observant and discerning in every area of life. If
these two attributes are present in our churches, schools,
offices and homes, then all other advice could be more readily heard.
I am not presenting that
“watch and learn” is the only
piece of advice, but I believe it
is wisdom that sets precedent
for other counsel. Without the
desire to learn from others, there
is little incentive to acknowledge
or value any shared advice — no
matter how radical.
Middle school introduced
a coming of age where dating became a possible reality.
Throughout those years and to
this point in college, I have witnessed the fruit of watching and
learning from those older than
me engage in relationships that
were both admirable and odious.
Different advice resonates
with different people.
Freshman Massah Jenkins Kamara moved from West Africa a

few weeks ago to continue her
schooling at Taylor. Throughout
her life, uncertainty has been a
constant theme, but she has
great wisdom.
“If you don’t know where you
are coming from, know where
you are going,” she said.
She thinks about this advice
when making decisions, evaluating her future goals in the
transparency of a moment. Massah reflects how this helps her
avoid comparison and represent
her values.
Freshman Ian Brookshire
was encouraged to break his
shell.
“Branch out; don’t close yourself in,” his mom said.
Coming to Taylor, he has
seen the value in allowing these
words to penetrate his life, resulting in a rich community.
When asked about the best
piece of advice she has been
given, honors student Abbey
Suess reiterated her favorite
quote from missionary Elisabeth

Elliot who said, “Do the next
right thing.”
This reminds Suess to take
each step at a time. Rather than
always anticipating the following years, she is encouraged by
this advice to go to the next
class and do the next homework assignment, all for God’s
glory.
In her “Woah, That’s Good”
podcast, Christian author and
speaker Sadie Robertson begins each episode by asking her
guests to share the best piece of
advice they have been given. The
diversity in answers is incredible,
and I hope you can determine
what advice you have been given, being careful to heed such
guidance.
Wisdom comes from God
alone, but he has placed people
in our lives who are being transformed by Truth for the very
purpose of speaking into others’ lives. Proverbs 1:7 says, “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning
of knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and instruction.”
May we be a people who love
wisdom and instruction in the
form of godly advice. Watch and
learn from those in different seasons of life, and I am confident
in the space this will facilitate for
advice to be shared.
To this day, “Watch and learn”
stands out as the most simple yet wise advice I have been
given, and maybe it will be the
same for you.
What piece of advice has been
shared with you? Please share
with us!
Contact: claire_nieshalla@
taylor.edu or emma_stotz@taylor.edu
echo@taylor.edu

Freedom of speech to preserve democracy
The value of
individuality
Nicolas
KertonJohnson

Guest
Contributor

In November, Dr. Jordan Peterson, Clinical Psychologist, will
travel to Cambridge University to
participate in seminars and lectures that engage with the book
of Exodus. In 2019, Peterson’s previous invitation for the same purpose was rescinded in what many
observers described as a limitation of freedom of speech.
Depending on which survey
you choose, Cambridge University is currently ranked somewhere between the 3rd and 9th
best universities in the world,
and yet at this old center of
learning we see the common
shift in Western countries towards “canceling” speakers.
In 2020, continuing this
trend, Cambridge’s Vice-Chancellor attempted to pass a policy
that would allow the university
to cancel any visitor to the university who could be deemed to
affect student “welfare.” “Welfare” was left undefined, and
many faculty at Cambridge
were wary of this policy being
used to limit freedom of speech
and restrict students’ opportunities to grapple with ideas that
they might disagree with.
Then, earlier this year, the
Cambridge provost attempted a second policy that would
create an anonymous “micro-aggression” reporting system which also alarmed faculty
for its potential to restrict freedom of thought and intimidate faculty. A policy in which
even a poorly timed raising of
an eyebrow could be deemed
aggressive seems vulnerable to
misuse! Eventually, the dons of
Cambridge overwhelmingly defeated these attempts to limit
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Jordan Peterson is a Clinical Psychologist from Canada who has become well known for his political opinions.

freedom of expression, thought
and intellectual engagement
with their students.
The Cambridge academic
who led the opposition to these
policies was Arif Ahmed, a reader in Philosophy at Cambridge
(“reader” is a title awarded to
scholars who have a significant
international reputation in their
field of study.) On hearing of Peterson’s re-invitation, Ahmed recently wrote the following: “The
point is not whether or not we
agree (and I suspect I disagree
with much of what Peterson
says, particularly about the importance of religion). The point
is that there is a difference between agreeing with someone’s
views and defending his right to
express them. This distinction
has been understood since the
Enlightenment by everyone who
is not a fascist.”
Ahmed’s words are strong
words, but necessary words.
‘Fascist’ is a word that is used
frequently today, often with little knowledge of what it actually means, but Ahmed uses it
correctly. He could also use the
term “totalitarian;” it doesn’t roll
off the tongue as easily, but both

of these words represent something truly dangerous — the use
of power to control not just our
political lives (as an authoritarian system would do) but also
our inner lives — our thoughts,
beliefs and speech. Liberalism,
in contrast, is built on the free
exchange and competition of
ideas. If we limit this exchange
we are no longer liberal.
Freedom of thought, belief
and expression are the building
blocks of our society. There is
much that “the West” has not gotten right, but the freedoms that
true liberalism advances are to
be prized and protected. A simple fact is easily stated in international politics: where freedom of
belief, expression and thought are
not protected, humanity does not
flourish. We threaten these rights
at our great peril.
If you do not believe me, a
simple question might suffice:
“In which country would you
choose to raise your children?”
What is your answer? China? Cuba? Russia? Mali? Zimbabwe? Saudi Arabia? Or do
you prefer Sweden? Norway?
France? Australia? Singapore?
South Korea? It is the countries

that prize human freedoms that
flourish the most.
Democracies are built on
laws and on systems of government, but they are first built
on ideas. They are built on the
value of human individuals,
on the right to private property (which foundation is your
person itself), and the right to
think, speak and believe. To
‘cancel’ a speaker — to refuse
to listen and consider opposing
ideas, to engage in a culture of
offense rather than thoughtful
truth-seeking — erodes the very
foundations on which our society is built. We dismantle these
at our peril, because if we do not
have these freedoms we do not
have liberal-democracy, and we
will be moving in a direction
that threatens the way of life we
all take for granted, but which
many over the centuries have
considered precious enough to
die for.
Writer’s Note: *Students in
History, Global and Political
Studies are helping advance the
exchange of ideas through Oxford Union style debates. Please
join them for their next debate.
echo@taylor.edu
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‘The Spectre’
Spooky story submission
Elijah Choi

Guest Contributor

People take their minds to
magical, wondrous places.
Mine is quite empty, a seeming
void of nothing. I am removed
from the present, dwelling
separately from people, yet
surrounded by them. I know
the truth and nothing but. The
lies they tell themselves with
their fanciful imaginations do
not exist in my mind.
I might take to myself the
deliberate task of trying to
think, as much as I can, that
is. Sometimes I will imagine
a tree. Its green leaves bristle
in the spring wind and frail,
white blossoms drift away into
the void. And yet, as soon as I
become settled in the scene, it
breaks apart and decays into
nonexistence. I despair.
And on the topic of dreaming, I simply cannot. My wife
will tell me about her fantastic dreams where she could fly,
and where I flew next to her.
For some odd reason, these

dreams hold much emotion
for her. She will sigh deeply as if longing to return to
these dreams. I have not felt
such emotions in a long time,
so long that I have forgotten
how it feels. I despair.
For although I neither
dream nor slumber, I have aspirations, desires that I cling
to, although it is quite hard
to recollect them. I desire to
imagine, I desire to think, I
desire to fly next to my wife
through the crisp fall air as
the leaves shiver off the old
oaks. And yet, I cannot. It is
merely a prayer, a request for
God above.
Even so, I doubt God can
hear me. For just as I cannot think, I cannot speak. My
voice simply echoes through
the void of my mind, and its
darkness repeats my words
back to me. I despair.
Words written on a paper
have no competition to the
power of a voice. For I can
write, as I am doing now, but
how I wish to speak! If speaking comes from the imagination, then I assume I will never
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be able to. I feel I should be
thankful, at least, that I am
able to write. I am able to
look outside and describe
what I see, what I feel, because
as soon as I turn away, I forget. I cannot hold the images
close and recite them to my
wife. Sometimes I leave notes
for her, but she will read my
works and be confused, however, as if she does not understand how I can write when I
cannot speak, when I cannot

think. I wish to explain, but I
cannot. I despair.
Oh, how I so desire to
dream. But as time goes on,
I realize I cannot imagine
my wife. I have not seen her
in ages. I am worried that
she is frustrated with me
and my inability to dream.
The one who cared for me,
spoke to me, and told me her
dreams. I cannot think of her
voice! Would it be as sweet
as the songbird outside or

harmonious as the flute player on the street corner nearby? I have no clue. I cannot
know. So I pray. I pray to the
Lord that one day I might be
able to hear her voice in my
void, but my prayers return
to me like a misplaced letter.
I despair.
And soon, it seems, my despair will catch up to me, as
the baker will eventually catch
up to the child thief from
across the way. For while I sit

‘Under the Belltower’
Spooky story submission
Grace Kintner
Guest Contributor

Editor’s Note: This story contains mentions of blood.
Water flies upward as I dart
through campus, rain beating
down on my face. I can hear
heavy footfalls behind me,
closing in and telling me I’m
not going fast enough.
It feels like a bad dream
where running feels like you’re
moving your limbs through
water. I want to cry, but the
fear and adrenaline coursing
through my veins have dried
up all my tears. They are closing in.
They’ve known my every
move, from hiding behind the
bleachers at Turner Stadium
to climbing a support beam
on the Dome.
In one of the few lamps
which light my dimly lit path,
my shadow appears ahead of
me. Although I still hear footfalls, a second shadow does
not appear. I expected some
sort of monstrous creature’s
form to be unveiled in the
shadow, or at least a cleaver
swinging in the hands of my

pursuer. But there is none.
I hear my heavy breathing, blood pumping rapidly
through my ears. But I can
also hear them, whoever or
whatever they are, breathing
just as loudly.
Still watching for a shadow
as I run past the Sammy Statues, I feel their breath on my
neck. I scream, risking a look
at whoever was chasing me.
However, there is no one there.
I come to a screeching halt
under the Bell Tower. Whipping left and right, I look for
them. Catching my breath, I
see no one. No footsteps.
In the distance, I can hear
heavy breathing. It almost
matches my own. I try to follow the sound with my wide,
frightened eyes.
I peer through the rain, seeing nothing beyond the bright
floodlights pointing upwards
toward the tower: a symbol
of the integration of faith and
learning. I had no faith in that
moment that I was safe and
I was quickly learning that
this person was multiple steps
ahead of me. Mission accomplished, I guess.
As my breathing calmed, I
listened. I walked in a slow

here on the street corner, passers-by will not even glance at
me, as if I am not truly there.
And yet, I am, or at least I believe so. I cannot reach out to
them, because I cannot speak.
I cannot speak, for I cannot
think. I cannot think, for I cannot dream. I cannot dream, for
I cannot live. And I cannot live,
for I despair. I sit here wallowing. I despair. And eventually,
so will you.
echo@taylor.edu
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The Rice Bell Tower near sunset during early fall.

circle, looking out into the
darkness. I hear footsteps
again. They’re back. Maybe
they’re afraid of light. Maybe they’re not real. Maybe
they— A sharp pain radiates
through my chest. The adrenaline courses through me for
two more slow heartbeats before everything slows down.
I look down first, finding
the very tip of a blade sticking out right next to my sternum. Blood begins to make
the journey down my clothes
to join the rain at my feet. As
my body numbs and my knees

hit the pavement, my attacker slowly walks around me to
stand in the puddle of blood
and rain. I feel cold as I raise
my head to meet the eyes of
my imminent murderer.
I gasp as I fall over, face
down, into the puddle. My
mind slows as I grapple with
their identity. It’s impossible.
But as my mind fogs over it all
makes sense. They knew my
every move. Only my shadow appeared in the lamplight. Their breaths matched
my own.
As my eyes close, I watch

as my murderer spots another
student hiding in the bushes.
A witness! Justice may prevail!
I watch, my cheek pressed to
the cold bricks as my attacker’s face and body morph to
match that of the witness.
The witness has run, not
seeing the identity of the murderer change to their own. Unbeknownst to them, they too
were about to be murdered
by themself. Everything goes
black, and I feel weightless
and warm as the bell tower chimes.
echo@taylor.edu

Chorale & Sounds
Concert
Euler Lembright
Atrium
Nov. 4, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Wind Ensemble
Concert

SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall
Nov. 17, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

“60th
Birthday Recital”
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Nov. 19, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

‘Death in Heartbreak Eternal’
Spooky story submission
Caleb Gammons
Guest Contributor

Editor’s Note: This story
contains mentions of blood
and death.
Grace and Sammy loved each
other, but they were not in love.
John, who was in love with
Grace, resented them for the
love they shared. But because
John was in love with Grace, he
could not resent her. So John
hated Sammy.
The three attended the same
Christian university in rural Indiana. John was a senior. Beautiful Grace was also a senior,
but her best friend, Sammy,
was a year younger.
For three years, John had
been continually bewildered by
the fact that his money, popularity and dashing good looks
had no effect on Grace. For two
years, he had hated Sammy for
his ability to so effortlessly capture her attention. But this year
would be different.
That September, it had been
John, not Sammy, with whom
Grace had studied, eaten and

sat in chapel. He was finally
beginning to feel as though he
had a chance. So, it was with
a happy heart that John drove
to the gas station in town to fill
his car for the fall break trip
home to Grand Rapids.
Cold autumn rain grayed the
afternoon sky. John rolled up to
the pump, singing along to a
love song on the radio. Thanks
to his exceedingly wealthy parents, he owned the most beautiful car on campus: a long
white boat of a Cadillac.
As John stepped out of the
car, Grace walked out of the
gas station. John started to call
her name, until he saw Sammy
stroll out just behind her.
They stood laughing together, holding Cokes. They tipped
their cans halfway up, stifling
giggles. Then their eyes met
and the two burst out laughing again. They were unmistakably in love.
John stood with the gas cap
in his hand. The love in Grace’s
eyes broke his heart. The love
in Sammy’s eyes boiled his
blood.
The two finally noticed the
Cadillac when John slammed

his door closed. Grace moved
to wave to him. But the gleaming white vehicle squealed
away, the still unscrewed gas
cap rattling.
That night, John was hit and
killed by a truck.
The man who hit him said
he had slipped and fallen into
the road. When the ambulance
finally arrived, they found his
broken body lying face up.
The purple sweatshirt that
John had imagined giving to
Grace was soaked with rain and
blood. His hand still clutched
a bright red gas can. His face
was already pale in death, but
it still showed that he had been
weeping. John’s beautiful Cadillac was parked a quarter mile
south. When Sammy heard
about what had happened, a
feeling of guilt washed over
him that never faded.
15 years later, Sammy returned to the school for
homecoming. He watched
the football game. He went to
the chapel service. He saw old
friends like Grace and her husband Les. The couple was on
their way to a remembrance
celebration for John. Sammy
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Car driving on a dark road at night.

skipped it, telling them and
himself that he needed to start
for home. Grand Rapids was a
long drive away.
It was raining when Sammy turned onto the two-lane
highway. He switched on the
radio. He couldn’t find a song
he liked, so he settled for one
he knew. Sammy looked up
from the radio and saw a car
on the side of the road ahead.
He passed it; then, startled, he
swiveled to peer backwards.
A long, ghostly white Cadillac straddled the shoulder of
the road a quarter mile back.

Suddenly, Sammy felt his car
th-thunk over something in
the road. He slammed on the
brakes. His hands shook as he
fumbled to flip on his phone
flashlight.
Sammy stepped out into
the rain and walked toward
the back of his car. His eyes
strained in the darkness broken up by the raindrops reflecting the bloody beams of
his taillights.
Where the white car had
been, there was nothing. Then
Sammy heard something.
Above the fuzz of the rain

falling on the fields of dry corn
stalks, another sound rose. A
high, hollow sound it was, like
a drummer rolling his sticks on
a tight tom.
Sammy waved his flashlight
around. Then he saw it. He
let out the awkward, unnatural yell of a grown man scared
out of his mind. On the wet asphalt lay a bloodstained purple
sweatshirt. Next to it, the rain
pattered on a bright red gas
can — the eternal lament of a
man who died knowing the one
he loved loved another.
echo@taylor.edu
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How to make your reading more eco-friendly
Tips and tricks to live
more sustainably
Ellie Tiemens
Co-Editor in Chief

After spending a semester in
the beautiful (and eco-friendly)
country of Ireland, I discovered
a newfound interest in sustainability. From being aware of my
plastic consumption to avoiding fast fashion and switching to
sustainable alternatives like bar
soap, I’ve found a lot of joy in trying to minimize my waste.
But one area of my life that
seemed difficult to navigate was
being a reader. As an avid bookworm, I find myself picking up a lot
of books. Barnes and Noble calls
my name every time I pass it and
I have to spend some time browsing (which usually leads to buying).
I know it is impossible to stay
away from buying new books altogether, especially when they
have that fresh new book smell
or you’re supporting a local
bookstore and author. However,
I think it is possible to limit your
environmental impact as a reader. Here are some ways to do it!
Reduce:
The first thing you can do is
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Reduce, Reuse and Recycle to become an eco-friendly reader.

reduce the number of new books
you are buying. Now, I’m not saying you should reduce how many
books you buy (though your bank
account might be saying that). Instead, try to buy used books more
often.

Thrift stores typically have
large book sections. Often,
they’re full of hidden gems that
usually sell for only a few dollars!
Half Price Books is a great
place to shop for newer books at,
well, half the price. If you have a

a ‘60s or ‘70s inspired look, a
tie-dye shirt, a bandana, peace
sign necklace, lots of bracelets,
flared jeans, a chain belt and
Vans would suffice. For a ‘70s
look, opt for the Go-Go boots.
Some costumes are better in
groups. A creative idea would
be a deck of cards.
Again, this costume is pretty simple if you are not super
crafty or if you are rushing to
prepare one for a Halloween
party. All you need are white
T-shirts, black leggings and
red and black fabric markers.
Drawing the king, queen and
joker might take some effort,
but this could be a cute idea,
especially if playing cards is
how you enjoy spending quality time with friends and family.
If you are the type of person
that is planning on lying low
this Halloween, then you could
stay in and have a Halloween
horror movie night.
Movie night is not complete
without snacks, so what other
way would you get festive than
by arranging a Halloween charcuterie board?

In order to put together a
Halloween charcuterie board,
an essential piece has to be
candy corn. Okay, I realize
that candy corn stirs up some
controversy, but why not put
them out for the aesthetic? I
would also include your typical
Walmart candy, popcorn balls,
candy apples, apple cider and
hot chocolate.
With food set up you are on
your way to having a comfy,
cozy Halloween night, tucked
into the comforts of your own
home. Now, you have to set
the space.
To do this, I would gather a
bunch of Halloween and fallthemed pillows and blankets,
hang up orange or purple-colored lights, light candles and
turn on the fireplace if you
have one.
Last but not least, find the
perfect movie to set the tone
for the night.
Not everyone likes horror,
and I know not everyone likes
Halloween movies, so if you are
wanting autumn vibes, I would
suggest something like “Dead

specific book you’re looking to
buy, Half Price Books is the place
to buy it used.
Other websites like Thriftbooks sell books for uber-cheap.
If you’re okay getting a book that
is well-loved, buy used from here.

Reuse:
Personally, I think the best
eco-friendly option for reading
books is to use the library. At
your library, you have access to
thousands of books for free! All
you need is a library card. Here,
you can also check out a book,
read it and then decide if you
love it before buying a copy. That
way, if it doesn’t strike your fancy,
you don’t waste the money (and
shelf space) on a book you’ll never touch again.
Similar to public libraries are
Little Free Libraries. Little Free
Library is a non-profit organization with the motto “Take a book,
Share a book.” If you aren’t familiar with these, anyone can build a
little library, fill it with books and
put it in their front yard or in a
park. Others can then take a book
from the little library in exchange
for putting another book in it.
Recycle:
So what do you do if you need
to make room on your shelves for
all the new used books you’re going to get?
One great option is to gift
your books to a friend. If you
really enjoyed the story, leave a
note inside explaining why you
think they’ll like it. You could

even consider doing a Christmas book exchange with some
friends where you all swap a favorite book from the year.
Parting with books can be
hard, but maybe a little less difficult when you’re getting paid
or know they’re going to a great
cause. Stores like Half Price
Books will buy used books from
you for a few bucks.
Your local thrift store likely
accepts book donations as well.
And while you’re there, you may
as well browse a bit for some used
books…
This one may be painful to
hear, but if all else fails and you
need to get rid of a book, recycle
it! Whether you put it to use in
an arts and crafts project or simply put it in your recycling bin
( first checking that the type of
paper and cover are recyclable,
of course), avoid putting a book
in the trash. There, it will just
get sent to the landfill and create waste.
So whether you’re eco-conscious, budget-conscious or just
want to switch up your book habits, consider the old adage “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” next time
you need a new read.
echo@taylor.edu

Festive ideas for embracing the Halloween spirit
How to celebrate if
going out or staying in
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

Halloween is almost here, ladies and gentlemen! Now is the
time to get spooky through relishing the season.
With Halloween only a few
weeks away, there is not a
whole lot of time left if you
want to plan a costume that
requires a lot of detail. If you
can sew and you enjoy arts and
crafts, then you are already
ahead of the game! However,
for those of you who are a little more concerned about time,
then I hope these suggestions
can provide inspiration.
First of all, I can’t think of a
more fun and simple costume
idea than a decades theme. We
all love some nostalgia here
and there, so this would be
perfect. In fact, there is a good
chance you already have your
costume in your closet (or your
parents’ closet)!
In order to throw together
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Pumpkin carving is a fun Halloween activity.

Poets Society” or “Brave.”
For something that is a little
more Halloween-y, you cannot
go wrong with any of the Harry Potter movies. If you really
want to get in the Halloween
spirit, I can’t think of a more
perfect movie than “Hocus Pocus.” Of course, there are other
classics like “Halloweentown”

and “Scooby-Doo.”
Finally, if you really want
something scary, then “Night
of the Living Dead” is a classic
for Halloween. Horror might
not be everyone’s cup of tea,
but “The Boy,” which is about a
haunted doll, is good if you like
something more atmospheric and suspenseful, and “The

Woman in Black” with Daniel
Radcliffe has all the creeps as
well.
With Halloween around the
corner, I hope these ideas can
give you inspiration — no matter if you are the type to go
out or if you would rather stay
back home!
echo@taylor.edu

Local The Wispy Pine boutique unites women in Gas City
A small boutique
loves with a big heart
Adeline Gonzalez
Staff Writer

The Wispy Pine Boutique
was based on a dream and
good fashion sense.
Right off W. Main St., The
Wispy Pine is a hole in the wall
retail shop.
Amanda Shields is the owner and founder of the boutique, which has been open
for business since 2018. However, Shields has been pursuing her passion of empowering
all women long before.
Shields had lived in Gas City
her entire life and wanted to
give back to the community.
“I had been a dental hygienist for 10 years at the time
and started having back issues,” Shields said. “I wanted
to supplement my income in
order to work part-time and
heal my body.”
To do this, she made a career transition from working
in a dentist office to selling
clothing. People from the community would come to the garage in her house and shop her

piece of herself that customers can take home with them.
The Wispy Pine collaborates
with local vendors and sources
their merchandise from businesses in the surrounding area.
Shield emphasizes the importance of supporting other
women entrepreneurs just as
she was supported when she
first started her journey. She
also strives to include all women in the shopping experience
at The Wispy Pine.
“We serve women sizes S–
XXXL and have a variety of
clothing for all ages,” Shields
said. “We joke that a mother,
grandmother and granddaughter could walk in and all find
Photograph provided by Felecia Fannin
something they like.”
The Wispy Pine seeks to empower women entrepreneurs.
Due to the inclusivity of The
selections — this was the hum- the boutique in order to pre- “The Wispy Pine name came Wispy Pine, business continble beginnings of the treasured serve the rich history the sa- to me in a dream, and I ran ues to grow on both social meWispy Pine boutique.
lon carried.
with it.”
dia and in-store.
Before The Wispy Pine
Just as the salon was a oneShe adopted this name alFelecia Fannin, social media
found its place on W. Main St., woman owned business, The most as if the path was already manager for The Wispy Pine,
there was a beloved salon in- Wispy Pine is as well. Its goal paved ahead, just for her.
has been working with Shields
habiting the space. It had been is to carry on the mission of
It’s not only in the name that for a bit of time now. The two
a one-woman owned operation empowering all women.
Shields incorporates her pas- carry out the vision of the busifor nearly 50 years.
T h e n a m e , h o w e v e r, sion for the outdoors, but also ness together.
Sue Jacks sold the building came wholly from Shields’ in the things she supplies in
The Wispy Pine continues to
to Shields in 2018 and the two inspiration.
her store. Selling travel mugs express their love for Gas City
decided to work together by
“I am an avid outdoor girl alongside her fashionable and everyone in it, through
keeping the salon as a part of and love trees,” Shields said. clothing, she is able to share a both action and words.

“Walking into The Wispy
Pine was definitely a surprise,”
sophomore Amelia Bostick
said. “Most people wouldn’t
expect there to be such a cute
boutique so close to campus and I think a lot of Taylor
students would really enjoy
their clothing.”
Their stock isn’t only limited to clothing; they also supply a range of accessories and
home goods.
If you want to support this
local treasure, The Wispy Pine
is hosting a women’s event on
Nov. 13 from 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
These events happen a couple times per year, devoted to pampering and uniting
women.
At this event, they will have
local jewelry and drink vendors, along with a certified Botox specialist.
Be sure to come out and
support The Wispy Pine and
follow them on their social media @wispypineboutique.
“We just want to continue
operating locally and love on
our community,” Shields said.
And she continues to do
just that.
echo@taylor.edu
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Crosswords
Across

1 High-arcing tennis shot
4 Merlot and Malbec
8 Surname at Tara
13 Thurman in films
14 British noble
15 Particle in a nucleus
16 Happy-go-lucky
18 Supper, say
19 Ancient Andeans
20 Seek the affections of
22 The “E” in HOMES
23 Fizzles out
24 Meddlesome types
27 Germ-killing brand
29 Norse explorer Ericson
30 As well
32 Cry from a sty
34 State-sponsored gambling
game
38 Pie à la mode choice
42 Tolerate
43 PBS science series
44 Chick-to-be, maybe
45 April 1 “honoree”
48 First head of the USSR
50 Anxiety resulting from being stuck indoors
54 Apples on desks
57 Codebreaker Turing
58 Public health org.
59 Bird that beats a birdie?

60 Small, sizewise
62 Morale booster ... or
words that might suggest the
arrival of one of the circled
words
65 Left the building
66 Texan’s neighbor
67 Cooperstown stat
68 Gathered, as leaves
69 Use a Kindle
70 Fed. benefits provider

Down

1 Thinking clearly
2 Saudi neighbor
3 Spanish port city
4 NFL officials
5 Spot for a bud
6 “The Chronic” Dr.
7 Gobs and gobs
8 Smeltery supply
9 Wished one could have
10 Gaming giant
11 TV personality O’Donnell
12 Starts a poker pot
15 Examine thoroughly
17 “No sweat!”
21 Tall, skinny Olive
24 Bubble, as water
25 Forearm bone

26 Tin Man’s lubricator
28 Convinced of
30 Hotel room sets
31 Meal opening?
33 All in the family
35 Many “Twilight”
characters
36 Kids’ chasing game
37 Texter’s “Heavens!”
39 Limitless
40 “Merry old” king
41 Always
46 Eliminated,
gangland-style
47 Went first
49 Spiritual guide at a
mosque
50 Frivolous escapade
51 Amazon Echo assistant
52 Craft to dye for
53 Aircraft’s trail
55 After-school groups
56 Old photo tone
59 Barely got, with “out”
61 Bill’s co-adventurer
63 Name on a 1950s campaign button
64 Intelligence-gathering org.

Across

1 In the thick of
5 “Honey, I __ the Kids”: 1989
comedy
11 Brown bag staple, initially
14 Waves from the back of a
boat
15 Like some sandpaper
16 Sam Adams, e.g.
17 Flickered-out flames?
18 “24” analyst Chloe __
19 Operate
20 Good thing to have for
a change?
22 A lot
24 Judith of “Down Home”
25 Diplomat’s post
27 Reacted to a really bad
pun, perhaps
30 Thrash about
31 Think tank output
32 South African grassland
33 Place to bowl
37 Hunk of bacon, say
38 Flood deterrent
39 Like a Frappuccino
40 Severe criticism
41 Word with teen or golden
42 Nab in a trap
43 The Ellery Queen Award
is one
45 Mideast or Midwest

46 Motorcyclist’s invitation
49 “You’re gonna need a bigger boat” movie
50 Biblical prophet
51 Apple known by its first
three letters
56 Notable period
57 Words to live by
59 R&B’s India.__
60 Actress de Armas
61 Light, as a fire
62 Demolish
63 Bench press muscle,
briefly
64 Barflies
65 Winter ride

Down

1 Blown away
2 Calf-covering skirt
3 DIY furniture brand
4 Movie with Minions
5 Got a run home
6 Avocation
7 __ avis
8 “Spoon-bender” debunked
by the Amazing Randi
9 Code-breaking org.
10 Jedi Master Obi-Wan ___
11 Repair bill heading
12 B.B. King genre

13 Female donkey
21 12/24 and 12/31
23 Meteors, and what
three Down answers aptly
contain
26 Manufactured
27 Genie’s offering
28 Run without moving
29 “Hud” Oscar-winner
Patricia
30 Flu symptom
32 Diner list for animal
product avoiders
34 Antioxidant berry
35 Old Roman fiddler
36 Eve’s first home
38 Italy’s Como, per
esempio
42 Fixed with thread
44 Arizona MLBers
45 Workers’ rewards
46 Inexpensive
47 “SNL” producer Michaels
48 Author Asimov
49 Rapper with the 2013 #1
album “Born Sinner”
52 Also includes
53 Face-to-face exam
54 XL or L, but not LX
55 Take to heart
58 Brazil metropolis

Sudoku

Why did the headless horseman go

Why did the vampire read the

What do you call two witches who

into business?

newspaper?

live together?

He wanted to get ahead in life.

He heard it had great circulation.

Broom-mates

TROJAN NATION

87

TheEchoNews.com

Volleyball drops consecutive matches

Rare losses come after
sweep of Goshen
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

The No. 18 Taylor volleyball team
picked up a three-set sweep of Goshen last weekend, before dropping
a tough five-set affair against Spring
Arbor a day later, and a tough threeset loss to Indiana Wesleyan on
Wednesday.
The Trojans made quick work of
Goshen, winning the three sets by
a combined score of 75-41. Seniors
Grace Isaacs and Ryan Czerniak
led the offensive attack against the
Maple Leafs, as Isaacs picked up 12
kills, and Czerniak 9.
“We did a really good job executing our game plan and attacking against (Goshen),” senior Nikki
Parrett said. “We knew what they
were going to try to do towards us,
and we did a good job picking up
on those keys.”
The victory made history for the
Taylor program, as it became only
the second NAIA volleyball program
to reach 1,300 wins. The team sits
at 12-4 in Crossroads League play
this season, with the only loss that

wasn’t to undefeated and nationally-ranked Marian being in the aforementioned loss to Spring Arbor.
In that contest, TU went back
and forth, as they dropped the first
and third sets, but won the second
and fourth. The final and deciding
set went to Spring Arbor by a mark
of 15-10. Taylor managed to cut the
deficit in the final set to 9-10, but
the Cougars won five of the frame’s
last six points.
Czerniak and Isaacs again led
the Trojans in offensive output
with 19 and 18 kills, respectively. On the defensive end, senior
Stephaney Fifield had 26 digs in
the contest, with senior Nikki Parrett and junior Karli Ware combining for 25 digs.
TU outpaced Spring Arbor with
63 kills to the Cougars’ 52. However,
errors hurt Taylor throughout the
afternoon, as they made 11 more
than their opposition.
“Not executing our game plan
was where we fell short,” Parrett
said of the performance against
Spring Arbor. “But we can always
grow from a situation like that,
it’s humbling.”
The loss was only the third for TU
since Sept. 10.
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Football

10/30 Saint Francis 1 p.m.

Volleyball

10/27 Mount Vernon 7 p.m.
10/30 Saint Francis 5 p.m.

Men’s Soccer
10/27 Marian 7 p.m.
10/30 Saint Francis 7 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
10/27 @marian 7 p.m.
10/30 @Saint Francis 7 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

10/26 @Aquinas College
10/29 @Indiana U. Northwest 4 p.m.
10/30 @Governors State 4 p.m.

Women's Basketball
10/26 @Madonna University
10/29 Olivet Nazarene 6 p.m.
10/30 Trinity Christian College 1 p.m.

Scoreboard
Photograph by Nicole Ancil

Despite the consecutive losses within the conference, Taylor remains third in standings

However, the loss to Indiana
Wesleyan made it two in a row,
and a fourth since Sept. 10. The defeat dropped the team to a .5 game
lead for third place in the conference standings.
Now Taylor turns its focus to two
final matchups this week — both
inside Odle Arena. Wednesday’s
bout with Mount Vernon Nazarene

(MVNU) will be critical for seeding
within the Crossroads League, as
MVNU is right on Taylor’s heels at
fourth in the conference standings.
Saturday’s 5 p.m. match against
Saint Francis will be the team’s annual Senior Day, as they celebrate
a total of eight seniors.
While this season has already
been the winningest in conference

play since 2016, the team recognizes the importance of finishing
strong against these conference
foes to build momentum heading
into the postseason.
“I think we just need to take
it one step at a time, and not get
ahead of ourselves,” Parrett said.
“We need to be present-focused.”
echo@taylor.edu

Results from Taylor
Athletics

Volleyball

10/16 Spring Arbor L 2-3
10/20 Indiana Wesleyan L 0-3

Women’s Soccer

10/16 Goshen W 3-0
10/20 Trinity Christian College W 2-1

Men’s Soccer
10/16 Goshen W 2-1

Women’s Golf

10/19 Heritage Hill Fall Collegiate 1st

Football

10/16 Concordia L 21-28

Taylor’s JV athletic programs provide lessons, opportunities
Trojans entering tough
conference slate
Enoch Eicher
Staff Writer

For student-athletes trying to
not only progress in sports but
also in the classroom, junior varsity (JV) sports can provide the
perfect amount of physical demand without getting in the way
of their other responsibilities.
The aim of junior varsity teams
is to create a competitive environment for student-athletes
who wish to improve their skill
set, which in turn improves the
skill sets of their teammates and
opens up opportunities for student-athletes to move to the

varsity teams.
“ We have our own lives,
our own majors, and commitment at the highest level
— which is varsity soccer —
constricts what we can do with
our time,” freshman JV soccer
player Jonathan Sichak said.
“While JV is competitive, due
to the shorter schedule, there
is more freedom.”
Taylor University’s junior varsity soccer team has been around
since 2017.
While Taylor’s JV soccer team
does not compete in a league, it
has a schedule of nine games this
season, with the team playing
other JV teams, developmental
academy teams or, as in the case
of the University of Indianapolis

who has a squad of sixty-two
players, they play their reserve
players to ensure that they get
playing time.
JV baseball and JV softball also
have a presence at Taylor. The JV
baseball team was discontinued
this school year. Players that still
wanted to play were transferred
to the varsity team as walk-on‘s
with the rest walking away from
the sport.
Ex-starting center fielder Joel
Freyman said,“I was sad to see
the JV team go, but many of my
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics
teammates left the university
Taylor athletics has two JV programs this year, and has had JV baseball in the past.
or the sport so it made sense to
ditch the program.”
out or canceled, but the team seven-game schedule this season. athletics.
The baseball schedule usually would play two games a week
Though they don’t compete in
More info on these teams can
consisted of about 12 games, al- in spring.
varsity competitions, these teams be found at taylortrojans.com.
though many of them got rained
JV softball is planning to play a are still an integral part of Taylor
echo@taylor.edu

Mark’s Remarks: Betting alters conversations about sports
Sports content now
focused on gambling
Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Last weekend, in Game One of
the American League Championship Series between the Houston Astros and Boston Red Sox,
an ad flashed across the FOX
broadcast during a crucial AB
featuring Houston’s Carlos Correa. The ad, sponsored by FOX
Bet, displayed how much a gambler would win if they placed 100
dollars on Correa to hit a home
run in that game.
FOX has been running these
ads throughout the postseason,
and it’s become commonplace
to find similar ads throughout
sporting events, not just in commercial breaks.
I’m not here to announce that

Photograph by Wikipedia Commons

Sports betting use to take
place excelusively at Casinos.

sports betting exists. If you follow sports, you already know
that. I’m also not here to announce that gambling on sports
is good or bad — that’s another conversation and one that
should probably be had after a
lengthy look at Scripture and
personal examination through
prayer.
Instead, I’m here to criticize

the way gambling has infiltrated
every and any corner of sports
discourse.
Historically, gambling has always provided context when
discussing sports. Even before
it became a legal venture in Indiana and other states, “lines”
for particular sporting events
were a part of the discourse.
They provided information
from those who know the most
(Sports Books) about matchups
and their projected margins.
But, as we’ve moved into an
era where almost anyone can
bet on sports, we’ve also seen a
drastic shift in what people want
to talk about when it comes to
them.
And it’s not surprising.
Last week, figures released
from the New Jersey Division of
Gaming Enforcement revealed
that New Jersey casinos and

racetracks took $1.01 billion on
sports wagers in September,
the first state to ever eclipse
one billion. That number alone
is impressive, before realizing it
doesn’t include the more popular avenue for betting on sports
— internet gambling.
An article from CNBC in September estimated that 19.5 million people will wager money
online this NFL season.
But, it isn’t just the professional and die-hard gamblers, it’s the
everyday sports fan. The one
that works the 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and consumes sports as a hobby.
“The most popular way to bet
remains casually with friends,
with 21.7 million expected to do
so this season, an increase of 31%
year over year,” the CNBC article
reads.
Most of the new content,
from talk shows to articles and

advertisements, is centered
around gambling. Until recently, the major American sports
leagues forbid gambling advertisements; now, most have partnerships with sportsbooks. The
NFL, for example, has partnerships with seven sportsbooks.
Our favorite sports writers and sports personalities
now bet.
It’s frankly hard to find sports
content now that doesn’t connect with gambling, and it’s
drastically altered the casual sports fan’s conversations.
Most programming around
sports now at least has a gambling segment, if not an entire
show dedicated to it.
An article from SportsHandle, a publication centered on
sports betting regulation in the
U.S., sums up the gambling climate in sports perfectly:

“Sports betting may now
be too big and too legal to ignore, but it’s not for everyone
— maybe not even a (sport) program’s current audience, some
of whom may prefer to tune
out, especially when the sports
talk is already sandwiched by
sportsbook ads,” Brett Smiley
of SportsHandle writes.
I’m not here to condemn and
I’m certainly not here to provide my opinion on sports betting and its ethics. But, when I
can’t watch a game on TV without the broadcasters reading an
in-game advertisement about
the live odds, or listen to a podcast without the hosts discussing their favorite plays, it is
eye-opening.
The conversation around
sports is changing, and it could
be for good.
echo@taylor.edu

Jackson Hoosier

A h n a Va n d e r Wa l l
Cross Country

Soccer

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Sophomore
P e t o s k e y, M I
Human Physiology
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Year
Hometown
Major

Maddawgs

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m

Giovanna D omene

Funniest Teammate

Soul Surfer

Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

(765) 998-7261

Sophomore
Colorado Springs, CO
Business Management
Chelsea FC
James McBride
Remember the Titans
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